
Welcome back SMS Band Students!!!!

! We are ready for another exciting year of band and we’re looking forward to 
making great music with you! Please check out the following information!

Welcome Mr. Riley!
We’re happy to welcome Mr. Riley to our band program! He will be primarily in charge 
of 6th grade brass and 7th grade band! Mr. Riley is from Chesapeake and is a recent 
grad of JMU. He enjoys soccer, working out, hiking, swimming, surfing, and reading. 
His favorite super hero is Batman and he is currently listening to Snarky Puppy, 21 
Pilots, and Tim McGraw.

New book for this year!
All 7th and 8th grade students will need to purchase “Essential Elements book 2” for 
this year. We will use this book for for sight-reading and warmups. This is different than 
the book they used in 6th grade (book 1). You can find this book online at Amazon.com 
or in a local music store.

A note on binders
Every band student needs a binder to store music. Our binder rack can only handle up 
to a 1 inch binder. Last year several students brought in binders that were 1.5-3 inches 
wide and they simply don’t fit. Please make sure your binder is 1 inch or less!!!!

Clarinet and Sax players
This year you should be using only Vandoren #2 reeds (The blue box). Please do not 
buy Rico #2 reeds. They tend to not play in tune very well in the high range. 

Also, please be sure that you have a quality mouthpiece. Typically clarinets and saxes 
come with cheap plastic mouthpieces that don’t sound very good. Check out the list 
below.

Clarinet Yamaha 4c Good $30

Clarinet Pyne Poly Crystal Better $55

Clarinet Vandoren M30 Series 13 Profile 88 Best $86

Sax Yamaha 4c Good $30

Sax Pyne Poly Crystal Better $86

Sax Selmer C* (C-star) Best $151

! ! (prices from Amazon.com and wwbw.com)



Instrument Repair Procedure
Mr. N. and Mr. R. can adjust screws and put on “emergency pads”. Everything else 
must be repaired by a professional. You have 2 options here. You can either take the 
instrument to a repair shop yourself, or you can have Shen-Valley Band of Harrisonburg 
pick up the instrument from SMS on Tuesdays. 

Shen-Valley is very fast (most repairs take a week) however it should be noted that due 
to the volume of repairs that they do, they can’t call every single person that sends in 
an instrument before they repair it. Their policy is that if you send them an instrument 
and the repair is less than 50 dollars, they will go ahead and do it, then bill you for it. If 
the repair is more than 50 dollars, they will call you before doing anything.

If you rent your instrument from Staunton Music, sometimes they will do a repair for 
free, but typically the instrument will be gone for 3-5 weeks and often the “loaners” they 
give out don’t work properly (particularly saxophones)

SMS Instrument Rental
French Horn, Tuba, Euphonium, Bari Sax, and Bass Clarinet students will need to rent 
their instrument through SMS. The cost for renting a school instrument is 10 dollars per 
month. We prefer that this is paid in full ($100 for the year) or by semester ($50 a 
semester). This helps us cover the cost of repair for the wear and tear on the 
instrument. 

These instruments will remain the property of Staunton City Schools and the parent and 
student are responsible for any damage or loss of the instrument.

More Info
We are still finalizing our concert dates for the year, the band handbook, and our course 
syllabi. These will be given out on the first day of school!

Lastly
If you have any questions, feel free to call Mr. Nesmith at 540-383-3753 or email him at 
cnesmith@staunton.k12.va.us. Also be sure to check out the band website for more 
good information and to get on the Shelburne Band E-mail list! 

We look forward to having a great year with you!
Charlie Nesmith and J.P. Riley
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