
Shelburne   Music   COVID-19   Information   
August   2021   

As   we   prepare   for   the   2021-2022   School   Year,   we   are   working   hard   to   ensure   that   Band   and   
Choir   classes   will   continue   to   be   safe,   educational,   and   fun   experiences   for   our   students.   Some   
mitigations   are   instrument/age   specific;   some   procedural   mitigations   will   be   implemented   for   all   
students.   
  

General   Room   &   Procedure   Accommodations   
● Mr.   Nesmith   and   Mr.   Wilson   are   both   fully   vaccinated.   
● We   have   removed   the   binder   racks   from   the   Band   Room.   Band   students   will   keep   their   

binders   in   their   backpack   or   with   their   instruments   in   the   storage   rooms.   This   prevents   
congregating   at   the   binder   rack   before   and   after   class.   Choir   students   may   keep   their   
binder   in   their   backpack,   or   they   may   use   the   Choir   Room   Binder   Rack   at   their   comfort.   

● Students   will   no   longer   line   up   at   the   door   to   enter   the   class   or   to   exit.   Students   will   
remain   in   their   seats   until   it   is   time   to   leave.     

● No   air   should   be   forced   through   an   instrument   to   expel   moisture.   Brass   players   will   not   
be   permitted   to   play   if   they   do   not   have   their   own   washcloth   to   collect   expelled   water.   

● We   will   ensure   a   proper   and   safe   distance   of   all   players   in   the   Band   and   Choir   Rooms   of   
3   feet   or   more.     

  
Individual   Accommodations   (Student   Responsibilities)   

● Face   Masks:    Face   masks   are   required   when   not   playing   or   singing   for   all   6th   grade   
students;   masks   are   optional   for   7th   and   8th   grade   students.     

● Band   Masks:    Band   masks   (face   mask   with   a   slit   for   instrument   mouthpieces)   are   
optional   for   all   grade   levels.   See   Appendix   A   for   more   information.   

● Bell   Covers:    Bell   Covers   are   required   on   all   brass   instruments,   and   optional   for   
woodwind   instruments   (clarinet   and   saxophone).   Pre-manufactured   bell   covers   can   be   
purchased   through   many   vendors   online,   or   you   can   use   household   items.    *if   a   brass   
player   does   not   have   a   bell   cover,   they   will   not   be   permitted   to   play   

○ Trumpet/Trombone   -   You   can   use   a   beanie   hat   over   the   bell.   
○ French   Horn   -   A   drawstring   bag   with   a   hole   cut   for   your   arm   to   fit   through   will   

likely   fit,   however   we   recommend   this   pre-made   cover   from    American   Band    if   you   
are   able   to   purchase   one.     

○ Euphonium   -   A   parent   has   kindly   sewn   bell   covers   for   all   Euphoniums!   If   you   still   
wish   to   make   your   own,   a   drawstring   bag   may   fit   over   the   bell.   

○ Tuba   -   A   parent   has   kindly   sewn   bell   covers   for   all   Tubas!   If   you   still   wish   to   make   
your   own,   a   drawstring   bag   may   fit   over   the   bell.   

● Washcloths:    Washcloths   are   required   for   all   brass   instruments   for   emptying   water   keys.   
*if   a   brass   player   does   not   have   a   washcloth,   they   will   not   be   permitted   to   play   

  
  

   



Appendix   A    -    Band   Masks   (Optional   for   Students)   
  

Reed   &   Brass   Instruments   
  

Instructions:   Cut   a   small   slit   (about   2   inches)   in   the   folds   of   a   surgical-style   disposable   face   
mask.   Before   cutting,   check   the   fit   of   the   mask   against   your   face   to   make   sure   the   slit   is   
naturally   at   mouth-level   to   ensure   the   mask   still   fits   naturally   when   you   play.   Start   small,   you   can   
always   make   the   slit   larger   if   needed!   
  

  
2   inch   slit   cut   in   a   central   fold   of   a   surgical   style   mask   

  

  
Correct   fit:   mask   still   covers   chin   and   nose   

  

  
Incorrect   fit:   slit   cut   too   high   or   too   low   



Appendix   B   -   Bell   Covers   (Required   for   Brass   Instruments)   
  
  

Trumpet/Trombone   (Required)    -   You   can   use   a   
beanie   hat   over   the   bell.   

  

French   Horn   (Required)    -   A   drawstring   bag   with   a   
hole   cut   for   your   arm   to   fit   through   will   likely   fit,   
however   we   recommend   this   pre-made   cover   from   
American   Band    if   you   are   able   to   purchase   one.   If   
you   have   any   suggestions   of   something   that   would   fit   
or   someone   willing   to   sew,   please   contact   a   director.   
Horn   players   will   need   to   sanitize   their   hands   after   
playing.   

 

Euphonium   (Required)    -   A   parent   has   kindly   sewn   
bell   covers   for   all   Euphoniums!   If   you   still   wish   to   
make   your   own,   a   drawstring   bag   may   fit   over   the   
bell.   
  

Tuba   (Required)    -   A   parent   has   kindly   sewn   bell   
covers   for   all   Tubas!   If   you   still   wish   to   make   your   
own,   a   drawstring   bag   may   fit   over   the   bell.   

 



  

Flute   (none)    -   Flutes   do   not   work   properly   with   a   
mask   or   cover   on.     
  

  

Clarinet   (Optional)    -   You   can   use   a   (clean)   sock   
over   the   bell.   Ideally   some   fabric   will   dangle   down   a   
few   inches   otherwise   some   notes   are   very   hard   to   
play   (Low   E   and   B   in   the   staff)   

  

Saxophone   (Optional)    -   You   can   use   a   beanie   hat   
over   the   bell.   Be   sure   to   roll   the   excess   so   it   doesn’t   
cover   your   keys.   

  
  

    

    

    


